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General Character of Secondary Schools.
Secondary education in Germany is organised
on lines which have no parallel either in India or
in England. In the first place, the secondary
course in Germany is much longer than in most
other European countries and India. Secondly,
while in India and England arrangements are made
in the same type of secondary school for meeting
the varying demands of the pupils, Germany has
different types of schools for boys and girls desir-
ing to specialise in different subjects. It is true
that there is a growing tendency in Germany to
organise two, and sometimes three, types of syl-
labuses in the same institution, but this means
establishing parallel classes in most subjects, at
any rate, in the middle and upper sections, for as
it will be shown in a subsequent chapter, even in
common subjects like history and geography,
different courses of study are prescribed for differ-
ent types of schools so as to bring these subjects
into the closest possible relation with the central
subjects of the individual type of schools. Another
feature of the secondary schools in Germany
which distinguishes them from the English, though
not from the Indian secondary schools, is that,
with very few exceptions, German secondary
schools are day schools.
Many students leave the secondary schools
before completing the nine years' course, and
even of those who take the 'Maturity* Examin-
ation t only about 50 per cent, can afford to receive